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was reported.

Vide ¢ Votes and Pro-
ceedings,’ p. 114.

THIRD READING.

The Branding Cousolidation Ordin.
ance, 1854, Amendment Bill, 1879, was
read a third time and passed.

The House adjourned at ten minutes
past two o'clock, p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Wednesday, 10th September, 1878,

Railway bridge ot Fremantle—Duties of Hoose Surgeon
at Coloninl Hospitol—Registmtion system in the
Registrar of Deeds’ Office—Melbourne exhibition—
Timber concesgions to Mr. M. . Davies—Lights on
Fremantle jetty—Point of Order—Concessions to
cultimtors of tropical §roductions in the Northern
territory—Message (No. 9)}: considerntion of—
Message (No, 13): consideration of—Adjonrnment.

Tre SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven p.m.

PrAYERS.

RATILWAY BRIDGE AT FREMANTLE.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
R. T. Goldsworthy) stated—in reply to
the guestion asked by Mr. Crowther, on
the 9th September, (p. 155, ante), relative
to the use of aquare piles in the construc-
tion of the railway bridge at Fremantle—
that the Commissicner of Railways in.
formed him that the reason for the adop-
tion of square in place of round timber
was one which would be very difficult to
explain to non-professional persons, except
pereonally, with theaid of drawings. The
Commissioner of Railways would he
happy to afford any hon. member full
information in the matter if he would
call at his office.

DUTIES OF HOUSE SURGEON AT
COLONIAL HOSPITAL.

Mr. 8. H. PARKER, in accordance
with notice, asked the Colonial Secretary
whether there were any regulations and
rules relative to the admission of patients
into the Colonial Hospital, and defining
the respective duties of the Colonial Sur-
geon and the Hospital House Surgeon;
and, if so, to lay them on the Table of the
Honse. Also what class or classes of
patients were entitled to gratuitous medi-
cal attendance at the Hospital, and if
the House Surgeon is entitled to de-
mand fees from persons receiving medi-
cal attendance and medicines at the
Hoapital.

Trr COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
R. T. Goldeworthy) replied that he could
lay on the Tabie a copy of the rules and
regulations, which were at present in
force, but he might inform the hon.
member that they were now undergoing
revision by the Government, which re-
vision was expected to be completed in
the course of a few days, With regard
to the other -part of the hon. member’s
question, all persons in the permanent
service of the Government, together with
their wives and families, were entitled to
and received medicine and medical at-
tendance at the Colonial Hospital. There
was no regulation at present with respect
to the charge of fees for attendance on,
and medicines to, persons not entitled to
them at the public expense.

REGISTRATION SYSTEM IN THE
REGISTRAR OF DEEDS OFFICE.

M=z. 8. H. PARKER, in accordance
with notice, asked the Celonial Secretary
what steps (if any) were being taken to
improve the registration system in the
Registrar of Deeds’ Office, for which a
sum of £350 was placed on the Estimates
for 18787

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
R. T. Goldsworthy), in reply, said that a
new system of indexing memorials had
been decided upon by the Government,
and books for the purpose had been

repared at the Government Printing
gﬂice. A special clerk was employed on
this duty, under the orders of the
Registrar of Deeds.

Mz. S. H. PARKER, in accordance
with notice, thereupon moved : “That in
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“the opinion of the House the improve-
“ ment of the registration system and of
* the method of mdexing prevailing in the
- * Registrar of Deeds’ Otfice can only be
* satisfactorily performed by some person
*gkilled in the preparation and registra-
“tion of deeds, and in the bhabit of
“making searches in the office.”” He said
it would be in the recollection of the
House that, on his motion, last Session, a
sum of £300 was placed on the Estimates
for the purpose of carrying out certain
improvements in the system of registra.
tion and of indexing, but he had no idea
that the money voted would have been
expended other than in a way that would
be productive of some substantial advant-
age. This could not be secured without
the assistance of a skilled professional
man, as every one conversant with the
subject and with the nature of the work
to be performed, would bear him out.
In former years the work was uncom-
monly well done by the late Auditor
General (Mr. Enight), who had consider.
able knowledge of conveyancing; but
latierly the work had not been, by any
means, satisfactorily performed, although
no doubt those entrusted with the duty
had done their best. But owing fo their
not being possessed of the necessary
technical knowledge, the system of re-
giatration and of indexing now prevailing
was the source of much dissatisfaction,
inconvenience, and loss of time, to all
who had occasion to avail themselves of
it. The hon. member cited several in-
stances that had come within his own
knowledge illustrative of the egregious
errors which were committed in the
office, and said it was only that very day
he had been informed by a gen:fema,n
who was in the habit of making searches,
that, in consequence of the irregular
manner in which documents were regis-
tered and indexed, a search which other-
wise would have taken him two minutes
to make occupied him two hours—he
knew very well ke could not depend upon
the index or the registry, and was
therefare obliged to search through the
original documents. Tt was impossible
for the present Registrar Greneral or the
Registrar of Deeds—neither of whom had
any technical knowledge on the subject
—to perform the work efficiently or
satisfactorily ; and, for his own part,
although he had last Session moved to

place £300 on the Estimates for having
the work done, yet if it was to be con-
ducted by the present Registrar of Deeds
without the assistance of some one
possessed of a technical knowledge of the
duties to be performed, he thought it
would be much better that the money
should not be spent at all.

Mz. SHENTON seconded the motion.
He did not do so from any personal
knowledge of the present system of regis-
tration and indexing; but what he had
been informed by other professional men
fully bore out what had fallen from the
hon. member for Perth—that the money
voted would be entirely thrown away
unless the reorganisation of the existing
system was entrusted to some one
possessed of technical knowledge of the
subject. It was generally understood
last year, when the money was voted for
this purpose, that the work would have
been undertaken by some professional
man.

Tee ACTING ATTORNEY GENE-
RAT, (Hon. G. W. Leake) hoped he
should not be considered captious or
resentful in rising to oppose the resolu-
tion, because in reality there was some-
thing in what the hon. member for
Perth had said. But he thought the
motion went too far. He had heen
acquainted with the Registry Office ever
since September, 1843, and he Lknew
pretty well how it worked. In reality
the system of registration itself was
altogether too cumbrous. It was this:
when a lawyer prepared a deed he had
to make an abstract of it and take it to
the office to be registered, and in place
of the abstract being bound up in a
book, as it ought to be, for the inspection
of the publie, it was in reality re-analysed,
and re-transcribed into the registry
book, thus involving an immense amount
of clerical lahor. So far as the work of
registering and indexing was concerned,
it ought to be as simple as possible: an
indexer was, possibly, about as low a
specimen of a literary hack as could be
found. He thought that a very slight
modification of the Act would be bene-
ficial, so far as to provide for the
registration of deeds. The ezamples of
irregularity referred to by the bon.
member for Perth merely showed that
some clerical errors had been committed
by the person entrusted with the duty.
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If the “abstracts” or ‘“memorials” of | undertook the work, in all probability
deeds were handed into the office and the outside public would be unable to
then bound in a book, and the contents, make a search: it would simply be
thercof simaply indexed—merely the | putting money into the lawyer’s pockets,
names of the partics, and a short note! What they were anxzious to do was to
showing to what locations the memorial get such a system that any person of
referred—that would be nll that was:ordinary abilities could go to the office
pecessary. He could not go so far as to |and make a search without the aid of

say that such duty as this could not he
satisfactorily performed by any person
other than one skilled in the prepara-
tion and registration of deeds, as con-
tended by the hon. member for Perth.
He would be very glad indeed to confer
on the subject with the hon. member,
who, he thought, had quite misunderstood
the question, and confounded professional
and technical skill with iere clerical
accuracy. He would therefore move, as
an amendment—* That in the opinion of
“this House the improvement of the
“registration and of the method of
“indexing prevailing in the Registrar of
“Deeds’ Office need not be performed
“by a person skilled in the preparation
“and registration of deeds, and in the
*“habit of makiug searches in the
# office.”

Tre COLONIAT SECRETARY (Hon.
R. T. Goldsworthy) seconded the amend-
ment. He would draw the attention of
the House to what took place last
Session when the hon. member for
Perth called the attention of the House
to this matter. He saw nothing before
him in the official report of the debate to
show that any mention was made or
promise given that a professional mab
should be employed to undertake this

. professional assistance.

duty. In fact the only promise given by

He was con-
vinced that what was now being done
would be for the good of the Colony,
though perhaps not of the legal pro-
fession.

Me. CROWTHER said it was ad-
mitted by the Attorney General that
something wanted doing to improve the
present system, but the object of the
resolution was to rectify what had been
done in the past, and to do this it
appeared would require professional
knowledge so as to simplify the work of
searching hereafter. An indexer might
be a low literary hack, but they did not
want to ride one of those hacks, but a
very superior animal. ‘They wanted
technical knowledge and professional
skill to bring order out of chaos, and he
thought it would have been well if the
Government had spent the money in
doing what the House and the country
wanted.

Me. CAREY supported the resolution.
The hon. gentleman opposite (the Colonial
Secretary) said it was not mentioned in
the course of the debate last year that
the work should be entrusted to a legali
gentleman ; but he (Mr. Carey) believed
it was generally understood that a legal
man would be employed, and from what
fell from the Attorney Gteneral (Mr.

him upon the occasion was that a sum | Hocking) at the time, it appeared he
should be placed on the Estimates for |intended it should be a skilled person.
the purpose of ensuring an efficient Mr. Hoclking said: “ At present it was
gystem of indexing in the future. That | ““a most painful drudgery people had to
was now being undertaken, and he could | “go through if they wanted to find out
not see what was the object of the hon. | “ whether there was any encumbrance on
member in moving the present resolution. | “land, simply owing to the fact that
No question of a revision of the registra- | “ the Registry Office had never been
tion system had been hbefore the House “conducted on what he might call a
at all. He did not know whether the|*scientific principle”” When he talked
hon. member was aware that if that were |of ¢scienfific  principle,’ the hon.
undertaken it would necessitate an nltera- | gentleman evidently contemplated that
tion in the Aet; nor did he think that!some technical knowledge would be
the hon. member was aware of what had 'required.

heen done in the registration office with' Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
reference to what had been asked for by LANDS (Hon. M. Fraser) said it ap-
the House, namely, re-indexing. It was peared to him the only opinions on the
stated to him that if a legal gentleman | subject worth having had been these
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expressed by the two legal gentlemen,
the hon, member for Perth and the hon.
the Acting Attorney General (Mr. Leake).
The hon. member for Vasse when quoting
what had fallen from the Attorney Gene-
ral (Mr. Hocking) last year ought to have
gone a little further, when Mr. Hocking
said: “What was wanted was to get
“hold of a proper system of indexing;”
and so far as he (the Commissioner of
Crown Lands) was aware, judging from
the work in his own office and what he
had seen in the other Colonies, the
system of indexing was one which could
be undertaken by any ordinary clerk, if
he was careful. For his own part he
failed to see any necessity for employing
a professional man here, any more than
in the other Colonies.

Mr. SHENTON said the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands seemed to forget
that in the other Colonies the system of
registration was carried on under a
proper system, and not in the lax and
irregular way in which it had been
carried on here for some years past;
therefore the hon. gentleman’s argument
did not hold good. It was clear from
what fell from Mr. Hocking last year
that the work would have to be done on
scientific principles if it was to prove of
any use, and this could only be done by
s man possessed of professional kmow-
ledge. That there was a necessity for
improvement was patent to everybody
who had occasion to go to the office:
mortgages were registered as releases
and releases as mortgages, simply owing
to the ignorance of the clerk. He was
sure the intention last year was that
some professional and skilled person
should be employed to put the office into
working order, so as to simplify the task
of making searches.

Mr. 8. H. PARKER eaid the hon.
gentleman opposite (the Colonial Secre-
tary) had spoken of the Registration
Act, and said it would be necessary to
alter the Act before the present system
of registration and indexing could be
revised. In telling the House that, the
hon. gentleman merely showed that he
wag wholly ignorant of the provisions of
the Act, as usual. He was sorry to find
that the hon. gentleman would persist in
quoting these Acts; he really ought to
congult his hon. and learned colleague
(the Attorney General) before doing so.

All he (Mr, Parker) wanted was to get
the indexing into proper order. Not
only was it distinctly understood in the
House last year, but the hon. gentleman
himself was aware, when he then moved
the resolution on the subject, that
it was a professional man alone who
could perform what was necessary to be
done. As to the Act, all he required
was to work under i%, and put the systom
of indexing in order under it. He did
not want any new system of registration
at all, but that the present system should
be kept properly entered up, and that
mortgagors should not be mixed up with
mortgagees, as tley were now, and
charges registered under wrong persons’
names. What he contended was that no
person could put the office in order but a
man skilled in sach work. The hon,
gentleman opposite was zo fond of im-
puting motives to hon. members. He
talked of putting money into lawyers’
pockets. The Government had already
in their employ a gentloman guite com.-
petent to do the work, efficiently, and
prepared to undertake it, for a considera-
tion. (The CommizstoNER oF Croww
Lixps: Name.) Mr. Parker: The Com-
misgioner of Land Titles ;—showing how
the hon. gentleman was altogether wrong
in insinnating about putting money into
lawyers’ pockets,—as if lawyers wanted
Government billets. He did not believe
any of them would accept one, if they
got a chance. BSo far as the registry
books were concerned, he thonght they
ought to be kept in the office of the Com-
misgsioner of Titles, and kept by him or
the Registrar, who constantly had occa-
gion to search them. It was absurd to
think that the Registrar General with the
assistance of a clerk could do it. The
Registrar General was also the chief
clerk in the Colonial Secretary’s office,
and they were always told about the
clerks in that office how they were so
overworked. How, then, could the
Registrar General expect to find time to
reorganise the system prevailing in the
registration office? e (Mr. Parker)
had frequently pointed out te the Colo-
pial Secretary how badly the present
system worked, and the necessity for
reforming it, and he had brought the
matter before the House simply because
he ¢ould get no satisfaction from the
hon. gentleman himself.
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The House then divided, when the
amendment was negatived, the numbers
being —

Ayes . e
Noes 11
Majority against ... 7
ATES, Noes
The Hon. G. W. Leake Mr. Burges
The Hoo. M. Froser Mr. Carey
Mr. Hamersley Mr. Crowther
The Hon, R, 1ds-  MMr. Glyde
worthy (1'eiler.} | Br. Hardey
Mr. Harper
Bir. Marmicn
Mr. Monger
Mr. Pearse
Mr. Shenton

hir. 5, H. Parker (Teller.)

The original motion was then put and
carried.

MELBOURNE EXHIBITION.

Me. 8. H. PARKER, in aceordance
with notice, asked the Colonial Secretary,
“ Whether it was the intention of the
“ Government to appoeint a Commission
“to control the expenditure and conduct
*the business in connection with the re-
“ presentation of the Colony at the Mel-
“ bourne Exhibition; and, if so, whether
“any Elected Members of the Legisla-
“ture would be placed upon the Com-
“ mission.”

Tae COLONTAT SECRETARY (Hon.
R. T. Goldsworthy), in reply said that
nothing had been c{eeided on with respect
to the Melbourne Esxhibition, nor could
any decision be arrived at, fill the Govern.
ment had received replies giving the in-
formation called for in the notice pub.
lished in the Government Gazelfe of 26th
August, 1879,

TIMBER CONCESSIONS TO Me. M. C.
DAVIES.

Me. CAREY, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Crown
Lands to furnish this Courncil with a
copy of the agreement made by the
Government with Mr. M. C. Davies of
Adelaide, in the matter of the Timber
Concessions recently granted in the vici-
nity of Cape Hamelin, Vasse District ; the
area over which such concessions cxtend,
and the various Reserves within this
area, as well as the purposes for which
such Reserves have been made, to be
shown,

Tas COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hor. M. Fraser) replied it
was not ususl to grunt returns unless
required for some specific purpose, but
if the hon. member would come to his
office he would be happy to show the
record copy to him.

Mz. CAREY said that in asking for
these returns he had done so gimply that
hon. members might be in a position to
see what concessions had already been
made to Mr. Davies in the Vasse dis-
trict, as the subjeet of additional con-
cessions to the same gentleman, in the
Wellington district, would be brought
before the Houge that evening., For this
reason, he regretted that the Commis.
gioner of Crown Lands had not complied
with his request.

LIGHTS ON FREMANTLE JETTIES.

Mu. SHENTON, in accordance with
notice, asked the Colonial Secretary,
under whose charge and supervision are
the lights on the Fremantle Jelfies?
The hon. member also called attention to
the fact that on the arrival of the Rob
Roy from Geraldton, on Friday night,
the 5th inst., there was no light on the
new jetty.

Tre COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
R. T. Goldsworthy), in reply, said he
could not answer this question hetter
than hy reading a telegram from the
Harbor Master:—* First jetty lamp 1s
“under my charge. Second jetty lamp

#“went out suddenly just hefore steamer

“arrived. My boat’s crew attend to the
“lamp. This day, the fifth inst., boat
“returned from Rottnest shortly before
“dusk, lamp was trimmed and lighted
“at sundown by boatman Gillmore; it
iz impossible to depend entirely upon
“these jetty lamps without some omne
t gtops up all night and watches them;
“this the department cannot afford.
“Jetty lamps are not recognised lights,
“nor are they advertised as such.
“ Formerly, here, jetty lights were never
‘lighted on moonlight nights, as not
“wanted. Bverything that can be done
“is done to ensure their efficiency.”

Mz. SHENTON said he considered the
explanation afforded in the telegram a
most unsatisfactory one. On the parti-
cular night referred to, it must have been
known to the Harbor Master and his
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crew that the Rob Roy was expected from
Champion Bay, and he presumed it was
part of the Harbor Master's duty to see
that there was a proper light on the jetty
when the steamer arrived, and that some
of his men should have been on the jetty
at the time. In the event of an accident
or anything going wrong, the Harbor
Master and his erew would npaturally be
the very first men people would have to
look to for assistance.

Mg. CAREY =aid it was a very fortu-
nate thing that the steamer did not run
into the jetty on the night in question.
‘When she hove in sight there was no
light on the jetty, and some gentlemen
who met the Harbor Master shortly
afterwards called his attention to the
circumstance, when he replied, with the
utmost monchalance, “he supposed it
(the light) had goune out.”

POINT OF ORDER.

Mr. 8. H. PARKER, in the course of
the discussion on the above question,
raised a Point of Order as to the right of
members to speak to a motion for the
adjournment of the House.

Mg. SPEAKER ruled that a member
having once spoken to a guestion could
not move or second the adjouwrnment of
the House, but he could speak to the
question when the adjournment had been
proposed and duly scconded by any other
member.

CONCESSIONS TO CULTIVATORS OF
TROPICAL PRODUCTIONS IN THE
NORTHERN TERRITORY.

IN COMMITTEE.

Mzr. HARPER, in accordance with
notice, and without comment, moved the
following resolution: “That in the
“opinion of this Council it is desirable,
“for the purpose of introducing the
“ cultivation of tropical productions in
“the Northern portions of the Colony,
“that the Government should be em-
“ powered to make concessions to bonrd
“ fide cultivators, on the following con-
¢ ditions :—Land purposely to be used
“in the cultivation of coffee, sugar,
“ cinchona, tobacco, or any other mer-
“chantable tropical or semi-tropical
“ production,—to bc selected in blocks
“of not less than 500 acres nor more

“than 1,500 acres by any ome person,
“nor less than 500 acres nor more than
4,000 acres to any one company of per-
“ sons—on an engagement that in three
“ years one-tenth shall be brought under
‘“cultivation, and in seven years one-
“fourth shall be similarly dealt with;
“and ab the expiration of the whole term
‘ of seven years, provided the above con-
“ditions have been complied with, the
“oceupter may claim and be entitled to
“a Crown OCrant without paywent.
« Also, that a honug of £500 be offered
“to any one person or company which
“ghall produce and export five tons of
‘“coffee or twenty tons of sugar from
“guch grants of land. Provided that
“the above advantages shall not be
“granted to more than two companies
“ or distinet establishments.”

Mr. MARMION said that as the hon.
member who had moved the resolution
did not accompany his motion with any
explanatory remarks, he (Mr. Marmion)
felt bound to move an amendment, which
would to a very great extent remove the
only objection he had to the resolution
as now worded. The main object of the
amendment which he was about to move
was the prevention of the monopoly by
any one person or company of large
tracts of land, to the detriment of others.
The amendment he had to propose was
ag follows: “That, with a view to
“gncourage the cultivation of sugar,
“ eoffee, tobaceo, and other tropical pro-
“ducts in that portion of this Coﬁmy
“lying North of the 25th Parallel of
“ South Latitude, it is advisable to make
“free grants of land, in blocks not ex-
“ceeding 640 acres each, to any person
“or persons who shall give satisfactory
“proof to the Government of his or
“ their intention to embark capital in the
“cultivation of either or any of the
“above-mentioned tropical products;
“guch free grants not to exceed in the
“ whole 6,400 acres—not more than one
“ (1) block of 640 acres to issue in the
“name of any one person, nor more than
“four (4} of such blocks in the name of
“any company, and before the fee simple
“of any block shall be granted, the
“holder or holders of such block shall
“have securely fenced and cultivated
“with either or any of the before-
“mentioned tropical products at least
¢ one-fourth of such block, failing which
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“fencing and cultivation, within seven
““(7) years after the issue of the permit
“to occupy, such block shall be liable to
“revert to the Crown. And that an
“ Humble Address be presented to His
‘“ Hxcellency the Governor, praying that
“he will be pleased to offer a bonus of
“£500 to any company or person that
“ghall first produce in the Colony, in
“any one year, and sell therein or export
“therefrom twenty (20) tons of sugar;
“and a like bonus of £500 under similar
“conditions for the preduction of five
“(5) tons of coffee.”

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. M. Fraser) regarded the
motion before the Committee 2s some-
what premature. Hon. members were
aware that within the last few days they
had received telegraphic intimation from
Mr. Alexander Forrest announcing the
successful completion of hLis exploration
of the territory to which the motion
under consideration referred. The ques-
tion of dealing with pastoral lands in
that portion of the Colony had wisgely
been postponed until further information
relative to the country in question had
been received, and he thought it would
be well also if the question of dealing
with that portion of the same territory
suitable for the cultivation of tropical
products were deferred pending the re-
ceipt of Mr. Forrest's official report. Of
course there could be no objection to
hon. members placing on record their
opinions as to the best means of turning
this territory into accoumt, but, on the
part of the Government, he felt bound to
say that any resolution now passed hy
the House—before the Government were
placed in possession of the report of the
leader of the expedition which had just
cor‘l;flebed an exploration of the country—
would not be regarded as binding upon
the Government. As soon as Mr. For-
rest’s report was received, the Govern-
ment would be in a position to formulate
some scheme for the utilisation of the
territory referred to, which scheme would
be submitted to the House when it next
met, and it would be for the House then
to adopt the proposals of the Government
or to submit any other scheme which it
might deem more advisable to adopt,
and whick would have every consider-
ation at the bands of the Government.
He would suggest that the hon. member

for the North should withdraw his
motion.

M=z, SHENTON said that, after what
had fallen from the Commissioner of
Crown Iands it would be unwise on the
part of the House, and also premature,
to deal with the question referred to in
the resolutions before the Committee.
He thought the hetter plan would be to
postpone the consideration of the subject
until next Session, and, to that end, he
would move, That Progress be reported.

Me. HARPER said his reason for
bringing forward the resolution now was
in order to obviate any unnccessary delay
in the utilisation of the territory referred
to. If they waited, withont taking any
steps in the matter, or recording their
views on the subject, until Mr. Forrest's
report was prepared and furnished to
the Government and to the House, the
Session would be ended, and another
year would thus be lost, before anything
could be done in the matter. As to
withdrawing his motion, as suggested by
the Commissioner of Crown Lands, he
would be happy to meet the hon. gentle-
man's views if he could do so without
going to the extent of withdrawing the
resolution. He was quite prepared to
accept the motion of the hon. member
for Toodyay to report Progress.

Mr. MARMION said he was not
incliredd to do so himself, nor was he
inclined to agree with the Commissioner
of Crown Lands that it was premature
to deal with the subject at the present
time. Many hon. members might he
desirous of expressing their opinions on
the subject referred to, and having
these opinions placed on record ; and he
thought an opportunity shonld be afforded
them to do so. This was the last
Segsion of the present Council, and it
was within ‘the bounds of possibility
there were members present now who
would not have seats in the new Couneil,
but who might be desirous of placing on
record their views as to the most
advisable course to adopt in dealing with
the land in the locality in question. If
appeared to him it could make very little
difference indeed—so far as the resolu-
tions before the House went—what Mr.
Forrest’s report might say with regard
to this territory. If the report was
favorable, there would be all the more
chance of the facilities which it was now



164

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES,

[Ser. 10

proposed to offer being taken advantage
of: if the report spoke indifferently of
the country, there would be the less pro-
bability of its being utilised—that was
all. They might, at any rate, show the
outside world that, in the event of the
report being favorable, we were prepared
to offer inducements for the cultivation
of the soil. The present discussion
could only be regarded as an expression
of opinion on the part of the House,
which, though it might carry weight
with the Governor, would mot in any
way bind His Excellency to any parti-
cular course of action. He therefore
failed to see what harm it would be if
the resolution or the amendment before
the Committee were adopted. He was
of opinion that the amendinent which he
had put forward would possibly be more
in accord with the views of the majority
of hon. members on the subject, and for
this reason he would have liked to have
heard an expression of opiniom on the
part of those who had given the matter
their attention. He was therefore sorry
that the Commissioner of Crown Lands
should at this early stage of the debate
tbrow a ‘damper’ upon the disemssion
which the resolution was calculated to
elicit.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. M. Fraser) failed to see
how the House could justly make fish of
the pastoral section of the community
and flesh of the agricultural section. It
was only the other evening that they
decided that nothing should be done
with reference to the pastoral lands in
the territory which had just been ex.
plored, until Mr. Forrest’s report was
received ; and he failed to see how they
could consistently proceed to deal with
any other part of the country reguired
for other than pastoral purposes. He
thought the majority of hon. members
would agree with him that it would be
better to defer the consideration of this
question until they were in a position to
deal with the whole subject of the
utiligation of the newly-explored territory.

Mr. CAREY esaid it was always a
source of gratification to him to be in
accord with the Government, which he
certainly was in this instance. He was

one of those who had moved that the |~

applications for pastoral lands in the
locality referred to should not be dealt

with until the country was in possession
of Mr. Forrest’s report, and he certainly
thought it would be not only inconsistent
hut unwise to deal with any other portion
of the territory in question until the in-
formation which the report of the leader
of the expedition was made publie,

Mr. MARMION drew attention to the
difference that cxisted between the two
cases. In the one case, if the pastoral
leases were actually granted the land in
respect of which they were issued would
be to a certain oxtent alienated for a
number of years from being used for any
other purpose, but if the House merely
adopted the resolution now hefore the
Cominittee it merely expressed an opinion
that in the event of a person or company
embarking a certain amount of capital m
the development of what might hereafter
prove a valuable and important industry,
that person or company should, as a
concession, have a certain acreage of land
suitable for the eultivation of tropical
products and for no other purpose.

Mr. HARPER thought the parallel
drawn by the Commissioner of Crown
Lands between the resolution adopted the
other evening as to the pastoral lands
and the resolution now before the Com-
mittee was by no means analogous, The
former resolution affirmed the desir-
ability of withholding all pastoral leases
until Mr. Forrest’s report was furnished ;
the present resolution did not contem-
plate the granting of any leases, or bind
the Government to take any action, but
merely enable them to do so, if it were
found desirable that some action should
be talen.

Question—That Progress be reported
—put and passed.

MESSAGE (NO. 11): TIMBER CONCES-
SIONS TO Mr. M, C. DAVIES.

The Houss then went inte Committee
to consider the Message received from
His Excellency the Grovernor [p. 137 anie]
relative to an application made by Mr.
Muaurice Colman Davies for a license to
cut timber on an ares of 30,000 acres of
land, adjacent to his saw mills, in the
Wellington distriet.

IN COMMITTILE.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. M. Fraser) said if hon.
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members had perused His Excellency’sl

Message and his own memorandum at-
tached to it, they were as awx foif with
the matter as he was bhimself. He
wanted the House to understand that |
the difficulty which presented itself to
the Government, and the first question
to settle, was the policy of dealing with
the application as one affecting the wel-
fare of the district, but encumbered with
a stipulation which necessitated a large
ontlay of money. And the second ques-
tion was, as to whether the giving so
large an area might not give license to a
monopoly, to the prejudice of those now
in the distriet, and serve to debar others
attempting to start also in the same
trade. The Resident Magistrate, who
appeared to have gone into the whole
matter very thoroughly, estimated that
between £3,000 and £4,000 would have
to be expended in putting in repair that
portion of the road between Bunbury
and the point where the road to M.
Davies” mill left the main road. If hon.
members would look to the return show-
ing the proposed appropriation of the
roads loan, they would see that a sum of
£2,000 had been apportioned for a part
of this road—from Bunbury to the turn-
off at Dardanup—which was the main
Blackwood recad, and which stoed in
need of immediate repair, not only for
the convenience of those cngaged in
hauling tiinber but for the settlers in the
neighborhood. Of course the granting
of a special timber license would oecasion
an unusual amonut of traflic on this road,
and therefore an unusual expenditure of
money to keep it in repair would be
required. That could not be guaranteed
for this specific purpose out of the roads
loan, and therefore it was that His Ex-
cellency had deemed it advisable to con-
sult the House, as to whether it was
prepared to sanction the necessary ex-
penditure by a special vote, in considera-
tion of the great advantages which the
district might be expected to derive from
the extension of Mr. Davies’ works, on a
concession being granted him. He had
just been informed by the hon. member
for the Vasse—who, in the absence of

the hon. member for Wellington, natur-
ally, represented the district where he

stood would meet with the approval of the
majority, if not of all, hon. members, and
wherein 1t was not proposed to give Mr.
Davies so large an area of country as he
had asked for. Forhimself, and speaking
on behalf of the Government, he might
say that the question had also oceupied his
thoughts as to whetber granting such an
extensive area as 30,000 acres, or forty five
square miles of eountry, would not be
giving an undue advantage to one indivi-
dual. He understood that, in the opinion
of the hon. member for Vasse—and he
might say, for his own part, he was quite
in accord with the hon. memher—an area
of 4000 acres was the greatest concession
that should be granted. With these few
words of explanation, he would now leave
the matter in the hands of the House.
M=z. CAREY regretted that his re-
quest for a copy of the agreement made
by the Government with Mr. Davies in
the matter of other timber concessions,
had not heen complied with, inasmuch as
it would have furnished the House with
some useful infermation relative to the
concession which had been already
granted to Mr. Davies in the Vasse dis-
trict. He thought it would be well that
hon. members should be informed on this
subject, before dealing with the question
now before the House. He had reason
to believe that a timhber concession of
90,000 acres had been granted to that
gentleman in the vicinity of Cape Hame-
lin, and that, in fact, he had the mono-
poly of all the timber south of Yelverton’s
station. Imcluded in this 90,000 acres,
he had a reserve of 640 acres—at Cape
Humelin, be believed—and seven other
reserves (judging by the map) of about
100 acres each; and some of the run-
holders in that loeality complained that
they wanted the water in these reserves
for their stock. TFor these very oxtensive
concessions, Mr. Davies paid a sum of
£150 per annum, which exempted him
from the payment of any liccnse fees
whatever; and, as at Cape Hamelin there
were no means for coliecting Customs
duties, it also cleared him of all imposts
under that head. At all events, he held
something like 140 square miles of coun-
try, which, if he paid for it at the usual
rate fixed by the land regulations (£20

tesided, and where Mr. Davies’ opera- | per square mile) would cost him £2,800

tions were carried on—that he was pre- -
pared with a reselution which be under- |

a year, instead of £150. Hon. members
were aware that a concession had hoen
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granted some years ago fo the W. A,
Timber Co., at Lockeville, but that con-
cession granted no such privileges as
these: it merely gave the exclusive right
to cut timber over & certain area. They
were not, like Mr. Davies, exempt from
the payment of all fees and licenses.
According to Mr. Simpson,—and Mr.
Simpeon's anthority was Mr. Davies’
manager—the police had not, for years
back, looked after even the timber
haulers employed by Mr. Davies, whereas
they had taken very good care to do so
in the case of the W. A. Timber Co's.
hauvlers; so that it appeared Mr. Davies
was a very favored individual in every
respect. In the first part of the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands’ memorandum
attached to His Excellency’s message, it
was stated that the license now sought
for by Mr. Davies was to cover 30,000
acres, and he was glad to hear that the
Commissioner now concurred with him
that this was too largea concession to be
made to any one person. He knew the
country referred to very well, and the
concession if granted would embrace the
whole of the timber country south of
the Collie. North of the Collie it was
all private land, so that if Mr. Davies'
very modest application were approved
it would virtually give him the monopoly
of the whole timber trade of the District.
It was stated in the second paragraph of
the Commissioner of Crown Lands’ me-
morandum that the engagement offered
on Mr. Davies’ part was the erection of
sawing plant and machinery capable of
cufiting 120,000 feet, of timber in a month,
the employment of about 200 men and
60 teame. Mr. Davies had been engaged
in the timber frade for several years
past, had carried on operations on a very
extensive seale during that period, yet
the whole of his operations had been
confined to cne square mile (640 acres).
That being the case it appeared to him
that when he came forward and asked
for 30,000 acres—in addition to the
90,000 acres he already had obtained in
the Vasse District—he (Mr. Davies)
could not be regarded as very modest in
his requirements, Indeed, he was sur-
prised he bhad not asked for all the
timber country in the Colony. As to the
promised employment of teams, Mr.
Davies during the past few years had

employed on an average about 20 teams,

on an area of 640 acres, so that it would
only require three blocks of that area to
carry out his own proposal te employ
sixty teams. He wished to point out to
the House, and mere particularly to the
hon. gentlemen occupying the Treasury
benches, that in'any engagement made
with Mr. Davies it would he well to have
the terms of the agreement very clear—
very clear, indeed, and he would mention
why. Some few years ago, Mr. Forrest,
of Bunbury, applied for a timber con-
cession, and obtained it on the distinet
understanding that he would erect saw
mills and carry on active operations in
the timber trade. Nothing however was
done, and, after helding the land for
some years, without expending a single
farthing upon it—although obtained on
the distinct understanding that the
necessary sawing plant and machinery
for carrying on the timber business
should be erected—he sold the concession
to Mr. Simpson, of the W. A. Timber
Co., who subsequently disposed of it to
other parties, and recently the very same
land had fallen into the hands of their
friend Mr. Davies, although the con-
cession referred tio was granted to Mr.
Forrest and to no one else. Mr. Forrest
in order to shield bimself retained an
interest in the matter to the exient of
one shilling. He mentioned this circum-
stance to show that in any engagement
entered into between the Government
and Mr. Davies, it wonld he advisable to
have the terms of the agreement very
clear and precise. As a further illustra-
tion of the necessity of this, he might
state that when Mr. Davies was in treaty
for the timber country over which
Mr. Forrest had obtained a concession,
there was some dispute about the price,
and Mr. Davies’ manager finding it
would be better and cheaper to purchase
the land outright from the Crown,
apphied and paid for the land; but,
owing to the concession having formerly
been granted to Mr. Forrest, the purchase
money wag returned from the Treasury
to Mr. Davies, and a considerable sum
was lost to the revenue. The Commis-.
sioner of Lands in the third paragraph
of his memorandum said the terms pro-
posed by Mr. Davies were rather vague;
if so, all he (Mr. Carey) could say
was it would be well that in any
agreement entered into with him by the
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Government the terms should be any-
thing but vague. With reference to the
road between the forest and the port of
Bunbury, and the proposal to expend
between £3000 and £4000 in putting it
in good order, and a further sum of £300
annually for the maintenance of the road,
these figures, furnished by the Resident,
Magistrate, did not agree with that of
the District Roads Board; nor with the
estimate of the Superintendent of Roads.
As to the statement made by Mr. Davies
that the road was a public road, and was
therefore bound to be kept in repair, as
such roads werc—for every single ton
carried over it by the settlers in the
neighborhood a hundred tons passed
over it from Mr. Davies’ station. Other
timber companies had had no roads made
for them by the Government, but at
their own cost had made both railroads
and tramroads. It was stated by Mr.
Davies, as alleged in the Surveyor Gene-
ral’s memorandum, that for some years
past his firm had disbursed about £12,
000 a year in the district. Now he had
heard a gentleman connected with this
timber station boast—and when people
boasted they generally went above rather
than below the mark—that their expen-
diture was £500 a month, which would
make the annual disbursement £6000 a
year, and not £12,000 as stated by Mr.
Davies. As to the employment of teams,
it was stated in the memorandum before
the House that Mr. Davies had never
been the carrier of timber cut at his mill,
and that practically the whole of the
available teams in the district were
employed by him. This statement, to
say the least, was scarcely correct, for the
very best team employed in connection
with the removal of the timber cut at
his mill was Mr. Davies’ own team. As
he had before said, no such concesstons
as those which had already been granted
to this gentleman had ever been conceded
to any other party—certainly not to Mr,
Yelverton (the pioneer of the timber
trade), or the W. A, Timber Co.; he did

rot know exactly what was the exient of !
the concessions made to the Rockingham

Co., but he did not think they were
anything as liberal as those already made
to Mr. Davies in the Vasse district, nor
such as those now proposed in the Well.
ington district. But as the development
and encouragement of the timber trade

| was & matter of vital importance to the
i Southern Districts and it was necessary to
foster it by granting reasonable conces-
sions, he would propose a resolution to
that effect—the object of his remarks
being to draw the attention of the House
and the Government to the necessity of
guarding against monopoly, land-jobbing,
and loss of revenue. He begged to move
the following resolution: * That, in reply
* to His Excellency the Governor’s mes-
“sage, the House would respectfully
“ submit that in its opinion the granting of
* a concession to Mr. M. C. Davies would
“confer considerable advantages upon
“the district in which his works are
“carricd on. The House would there-
““fore be glad to see His Excellency the
“ Governor sanction such a concession to
“Mr. Davies, as would cnable him to
*“ gxtend his operations; provided always
“that the concessicn be not of such a
“pature as to create anything in the
“ghapé of a monopoly of the timber trade
“in the district, which, the House re-
“ gpectfully suggests, might be the prob-
“able result, if Mr. Davies’ application,
“in its present form, were entertained.
“The House however, considers that it
* would not, af the present time, be justified
“in specially voting a considerable sum
“of money, over and above that which
“has already been apportioned out of the
“ road loan, for the making and upkeep
“of that portion of the main roads of the
« digtrict, which may be used in carrying
“ on the larger business operations which
it trusts the granting of such a conces-
“ gion would involve.”

Me. SHENTON thought that after
what had fallen from the hon. member
for Vasse the House ought to be placed
in possession of full information with
'regard to the terms of the concessions
'already granted to Mr. Davies in the
| Vasse District. Some rather startling
; disclosures had been made by the hon.
» member, of which the House had no
| conception before, and he thought the
resolution was one that required very
careful deliberation befors the House
committed itself to it, in the absence of
fuller information. He would therefore
' move that Progress be reported in order
to afford the Commissioner of Crown
Lands time to supply that information.

Tas COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
. LANDS (Hon. M. Fraser) said the hon.
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member for Vasse was not quite correct
in what he had stated with reference to
the concessions already granted to Mr.
Davies; but, after all, he failed to see
what connection there was between those
concessions and that now asked for. The
two localities were many miles apart.
The hon. member had taken exception to
some of the statements made in his
memorandum, with reference to the
number of men and of teams likely to be
employed and the probable expenditure
which this would create in the District.
He (the Commissioner) had been guided
in what he had stated by various docu.
ments, and first of all by a memorial
which accompanied Mr. Davies’ applica-
tion, signed by the most important and
influential men in the District, among
which was the signature of the hon.
member himself, setting forth that large
sums of money were being spent hy Mr.
Davies and a great number of men
employed by him. There was also Mr.
Clifton’s statement, which he understood
was pgenerally allowed, that for some
time past the firm had disbursed about
£12,000 a year in the District. This was
confirmed by BMr. Davies’ own assertions,
and supported by what he (the Com-
missioner) assumed to have been an
extract from the firm’s day book showing
that their expenditure was at the rate of
something like £1,000 a month, for some
months past. With regard to whether
the concession now asked for should be
granted in respect of the greater or the
smaller area, that was a matter in which
the Government were perfectly uncon-
cerned, and in the hands of the House:
they knew mno more about Mr. Davies
than they did about Tom, Dieck, or
Harry. Having secured a position in
the District, he had come forward as an
applicant for a concession which admit-
tedly would confer a great benefit upon
the Distriet; and it was more in the
interests of the District than of the
applicant that the Government had
brought the matter before the House.
As for the concessions granted in the
Vasse District to Mr. Davies, the House
had nothing to do with that at present.
With regard to the relative liberality of
those concessions and the concessions
made to other parties in the District, the
terms of the concession made to Mr.
Yelverton were, he believed, the right

to cut timber over an area of twenty-
five miles for £30 a year, Dr. Davies
paid £150 a year for his concession,
which eertainly covered a much larger
area of country; but the House should
bear in mind that under the existing
regulations any individual could obtain
the right to cut timber at the rate of £20
per square mile. It should also be
borne in mind that the privileges now
sought by Mr. Davies would only be for
the terms prescribed by the land regu.-
lations, namely, fourteen years, and as,
from the hon. member's own showing, it
took Mr. Davies six or seven years to
clear one square mile of country in the
Vasse District, he (the Commissioner)
did not think there was such a great
deal to be made out of the proposed con-
cession. He would be happy to render
the House any further information
within his power: if hon. members
wished for more time to consider the
proposals he had no objection, or if they
wished to throw Mr. Davies over alto-
gether it was a matter of indifference to
the Government, apart from the fact that
the interests of the District would suffer
thereby.

Mr. CAREY explained the circum-
stances under which the sigpatures were
obtained to the memorial referred to by
the Commissioner of Crown Lands, and
reminded the hon. gentleman of the
resolution unanimously adopted at a
public mecting (and forwarded with the
memorial} against a monopoly being
granted to Mr. Davies.

Mzr. CROWTHER said the import-
ance of the expenditure of a large sum
of money in any district, north or south,
at the present moment, could not be over-
estimated ; at the same time it was just
possible they might be too liberal in deal-
ing with these concessions. As pointed
out by the hon. member for Vasse, the
area of country over which the concession
asked for would extend, coupled with the
still larger area already granted to the
same applicant, was very extensive, and
calenlated to create a monopoly of the
whole timber trade of the district. He
did not think it was a wise or prudent
stroke of policy to put all their eggs in
one basket. Although it might take a
long time for Mr. Davies to clear all this
area of country, still he might dispose of
it to others, as it appeared had been
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done by others to whom concessions had
been granted. He believed Mr. Davies’
firm had done more good in the district
than ull the other timber companies com-
bined, and he thought the House and
the Government would do well to give
him all the assistance they could, con-
sistent. with the public interests and the
rights of other parties. But he would
like to know whether that House had
any power to deal with the subject at all
or whether 1t was not a fact, that ar-
rangements had already been made by
the Government with Mr. Davies. He
was surprised to find the estimate for the
repair and maintenance of a road coming
from the Resident Magistrate of the dis-
trict, and not from the voads board,
which body, one would have thought,
would be best able to furnish information
on such a sabject. If the Government
had any doubtas to the competency of
the board to supply them with the neces-
sary estimate, they had, in the Superin.
tendent of Roads, “a competent man
from the other side™ who surely could
have supplied the requisite information
quite as well as the Resident Magistrate.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. M. Fraser) said there was
no obligation whatever on the part of the
Government to treat with Mr. Davies;
they could either deal with his appli-
cation or leave it alone, being guite un-
fettered, and, for the matter of that,
quite indifferent, in the motter. As he
had already said, they were actuated
more by the benefits which would be
conferred on the district, by the expendi-
ture of money, and the employment of
teams, than by any consideration for the
applicant’s own interest.

Me. CROWTHER said it was all ve
well to talk of Mr. Davies employing ﬁ
the available teams in the district. If,
after the lapse of a few weeks he found
that he could get his timber carted, by
employing his own teams, for 1s. 6d.,and
he had to pay 2s. for having it carted by
“all the available teams of the district,”
he would not be such a fool as to pay
the larger amount.

Mr. BURGES pointed out the great
difference between making reads at public
expense for the purposes of the timber
trade and making roads for the con-
venienee of settlers engaged in cultivating
the soil. In the latter case the expendi-

ture was made in order to facilitate the
settlement of the country, in the former
the money would be ewployed in facili-
tating the devastation of the country.

Me. MARMION asked whether, in the
event of persons receiving such conces-
stons as Mr. Davies had already received
in the Vasse district, whereby he waa
exempted from the payment of export
duties, it would interfere with the im-
position of such dutics in the future?

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. M. Fraser) said no doubt
it would, unless some special provisions
were made to the contrary.

Mz. MARMION: Then I think mo
such engagement should be entered inso,
for, in my opinion, before inany years arc
over, we shall find it pecessary to imposc
an export duty on timhber.

Progress was then reported, and leave
given to sit again another day. (Friday,
September 12.)

MESSAGE (NO. 13): CONVEYANCE OF
INLAND MAILS BY THE POLICE.

On the Order of the Day for the con-
sideration of Flis Excellency’'s Message
(No. 13) relating to the conveyance of
inla.ml7 mails by the police bemng read

. 137].

[PMR. ]CROWTHER moved that the
Order of the Day be discharged, and that
the consideration of the Message be
referred to a Seleet Committee, with
power to call for persons, papers, and
reports; such Committee to consist of
the Hon. M. Fraser, Mr. Burges, Mr.
Harper, Mr. Monger, and the mover.

Agreed to.

The House adjourned at ten o’clock,
p.m.



